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From the past Chairman
The years soon pass. By the time this is published we will
have had our summer visits and walks and here we are
getting ready for a new season of autumn and winter
evenings with yet another fascinating programme of
varied topics and speakers. How fortunate we are to have
a committee which is so motivated and keen to maintain
members’ interests and enthusiasm. Your committee is
also making renewed efforts to restart the “buildings
group” and making plans to record the histories of
buildings in our neighbourhood and any significant
changes which have been made to them both long ago and
in recent times. We are starting with buildings of the nineteenth century and older but
if you know of any significant changes that are about to be made (or are being made)
to buildings in our area, please let us know.
Another target this year is to develop our oral history project making use of our new
digital recording equipment. Again, if you have any ideas of people whom you think
we should interview and record, please let us know. These interviews and recordings
need not just include the older people but also those who have done interesting jobs,
taken part in an historical or memorable event or who have information to give about
any part of Staveley, Ings and Kentmere or the surrounding area and their everyday
experiences of life in these thriving communities.
One of the articles in this edition of The Journal is about the history of Windermere
Grammar School which closed its doors in 1965 after over 350 years of providing
education. During the summer a reunion was held for those who had attended the
school - an opportunity to get together and exchange reminiscences. It was a
fascinating afternoon which brought back many memories and revived the inevitable
myths and legends. But it is clear that little did we former pupils realise how
fortunate we had been to attend such a forward thinking establishment which has
slipped into the culture of the neighbourhood for its famed productions of Gilbert and
Sullivan operettas and which is mentioned in the Guinness Book of Records as the
first bilateral comprehensive school in the UK. There was a lot of “Do you
remember....?” and not too much of “My, how he’s aged!”
Recording history is really important for the future generations. As I have said many
times history is not just what happened long ago, it is happening today and our
descendants will miss out on nuggets of interest if we don’t keep a record of them.
There is much going on and much more still to do. Staveley and District History
Society has come a long way since Joe Scott set it up, but the history still has a great
future.
Iain Johnston
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Pat Ball – an appreciation
Sadly, we have to report that Pat died on 19th June. When Pat
and Pauline retired to Staveley, Pat very quickly got involved
with the History Society just when we were compiling the
material for our book 'A Lakeland Valley through Time'. Pat
brought with him his professional knowledge of printing
thereby contributing a great deal to its production and was an
invaluable help to Joe Scott. The resulting book was highly
acclaimed in Local History circles. Pat was an amiable
member of the Committee, serving both as Secretary and
Events Organiser, and as Journal proof-reader. We missed him
when he retired and we now remember him with gratitude for his friendship and
knowledge.
Clare Brockbank

The WW1 letters of Murray Crofts
The final two letters contributed by Clare Brockbank,
whose mother-in-law was Murray Crofts' sister, Alice.
Murray was killed on 9th May 1915 near Ypres.
Presumably on Active Service. No address. May 5th 1915
Dear Mother, Thanks very much for the letter. Yours have
been coming very regularly lately; it's awfully nice to get
them. The post is a great event. As to parcels they're very
nice but please don't bother to be always sending them as
we are quite well off here for all necessities. We go in
waves, just at present, for instance, while in billets we
have quite a lot of cakes. Some people seem to think we
are in the extremities: for instance a lady from Cardiff has just sent me a parcel which
cost vast sums of postage, containing condensed milk and bacon. As to those bills, I
will find out from Cox and Co what my balance is and then pay what I can. So
annoying.
I'm most excited by the beautiful bower which Alice seems to be making on the
Garden; just to think of the bridge across the beck - quite the country house. Please
thank Mrs Chaplain for her parcel, which has just arrived. I really must go to bed as
we shall have another route march tomorrow, which means an early parade.
Much love from Murray
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P.S. There is an alarmist rumour about that we are to move tonight or tomorrow, as
some division has been somewhat diminished and we may have to take their places,
but I doubt it. There is an awful noise going on so that it is impossible to think and
they are clamouring for me to play bridge. We have been spending the afternoon
having a sham fight in a wood - very hot. However, most of the time we were
allowed to keep still and try to look like rabbits so as to allow the enemy's scouts to
go past without noticing us. In the end they did find us, and we both claimed the
others as our prisoners, and so the affair ended with the usual discussions.
The men are always so grumpy when they are taken out after dinner. It makes me
howl with laughter to hear the continual flow of rabid and fluent grumbling. They are
all agreed on the point that they've never seen a war like wot this one is (most of them
having about 6 months service). The great topic of course is always food, especially
the rum rations.
No address. Possibly his last letter.
May 7th 1915
Dear Mother, Thank you very much for your letter and getting the cigarettes. We are
going back to the trenches tonight, but still we've had practically a fortnight here now,
which is a pretty fair rest. Yes, the 2 nd star means 1st Lieutenant - a bob a day extra
pay - such riches. Nowadays we all have to wear nose bags in the trenches to guard
against the poisonous gases. They are made of several folds of woollen cap comforter
or something of that sort, and they look so severe. I asked what was the meaning of
'Boche ' for Germans as I hadn't the least idea: they say it is a German word for their
soldiers, like 'Tommy ' for the English and 'Piou, piou ' for the French. I only hope
you've got as good weather in Staveley as we are having here. It will soon be much
too hot to cart all this equipment about with us. I expect we shall be fighting in white
flannels soon. Glad to hear the aunts have such a nice little house in store for them.
Aunt Minx wrote and told me about it. and really it sounds rather good, just down on
the river and near the sea. There is rather a lot to do this afternoon in making up
deficiencies which always will occur at the last moment so I will say good night.
Love to Alice and Eileen.
Your loving son Murray
Windermere Grammar School 1613 - 1965
What was happening in 1613? King James I had recently ascended the throne
following the union of the Scottish and English thrones; Mercator had just published
the first of his maps of the world; Galileo had just completed his thesis on Sunspots;
John Rolfe sent us the first tobacco from Virginia; Mikhael Romanov was crowned
the first Tzar of Russia; The Ottoman Empire under Ahmed I invaded Hungary; Inigo
Jones was contemplating designs for Greenwich Palace and Windermere Grammar
School was founded.
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At that time the only Windermere was a lake! The area included the parishes of
Applethwaite and Birthwaite along with Rayrigg, Calgarth, much of Troutbeck and
the whole of the bed of the lake. Bowness was there, with St Martin’s Church, some
fisherman’s cottages, a smithy and an inn. It was part of Undermillbeck which also
embraced Storrs, Lindeth, Cleabarrow, Lickbarrow, Droomer and Heathwaite.
To improve the management of the estates, education in the form of arithmetic,
reading and writing was needed. In Westmorland, schools had already started in
Kendal, Kirkby Lonsdale, Appleby and Kirkby Stephen. Staveley had a grammar
school in 1538, Heversham in 1613 and Troutbeck in 1639.
Money had been bequeathed to set up a school and employ a schoolmaster. Early
records of the school are scanty and it is not until the opening of a new school by
William Wordsworth in 1836 that any accurate records were kept. The school was not
remarkable to begin with but it made a significant contribution to Lakeland history.
The first deed, dated 23rd January 1613, was prescriptive about how the school
should be conducted. The accumulated funds were given over to the Trustees
(feoffees) who were responsible in ensuring that it was wisely invested and did “in no
wise waste or decay.” A second document ruled that persons who had not subscribed
to the school should have no benefit from it ‘they nor their offspringe of them, the
poore allwayes excepted”. The deed also stipulated that the school should forever be
in Undermillbeck. Of these conditions this one had a lasting influence on the history
of the school. It remained in Undermillbeck throughout all of its incarnations.
By 1613 the school was started
without mention of a school
building. Perhaps the scholars
were taught in the Church. 20
years on, another deed says: “and
whereas a schoolhouse hath
latelie been erected by the well
disposed psons of the said two
hamlets and is situated in Bownas
on the south side of the
church…”. That schoolhouse still
stands. It is Laurel Cottage and is
at the foot of Brantfell Road. The scholars were taught there for 200 years.
Unfortunately the ideals were not backed up by any indication of how it was all to be
paid for and it soon transpired that there were not enough funds to cover the costs.
The feoffees appealed to the Bishop of Chester naming those who had reneged on
payment and calling upon the “right reverend ffath (father) in God” to prohibit the
offenders or their children from any benefit from the school. The reply was not very
helpful but it did say: “They which will not contribute to the charge of the School or
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mayntenance of the scholars must not hereby benefit thereof to them their posterity
who may have juste cause to curse their avarice when these feoffees shall be your
heirs.” It is not surprising that more money came in.
In 1652, in Oliver Cromwell’s time, the governors were summoned by The
Parliament’s Commission for Pious Uses to a meeting at the Moot Hall in Kendal.
The Parliament men do not appear to have varied the school at all except that the
name of the Rector no longer appears in the list of trustees. There are many colourful
and sometimes intriguing annals. A subsequent Rector, William Kempe, not popular
with the ‘Roundheads’, was ejected from the living for “profanacion of ye Lord’s day,
frequent quarrelling and feightinge, neglect of preachinge and prayinge on Lord’s
day and for scandalous.” Sadly it does not say what was scandalous!
The townships were growing. Trade was becoming more important, roads were
improving and when, in 1769 the poet, Thomas Gray, discovered the Lake District,
tourists began to arrive, some to visit and some to stay and build new homes around
Windermere’s shores. Queen Adelaide visited and gave the growing village her royal
approval and William Wordsworth’s early poems were attracting a great deal of
interest – not just the poetry but also the countryside which inspired him.
By the mid 1820s it became clear
that the schoolhouse was no longer
fit for purpose and in 1836 the
second Windermere Grammar
School was founded, built at the
sole expense of Colonel Bolton of
Storrs Hall. He was a very colourful
character who at an early age he
went to the West Indies and became
very rich. He came back to England
and became active in the politics of
the day - a staunch supporter of the
Pitt
administration
and
the
subsequent Tories. He was also a
significant person in the slave trade.
When the new building was ready, Bolton was in his 80 th year and in poor health. He
asked his friend William Wordsworth to lay the foundation stone. Wordsworth was
also in decline but his speech was very grand and was published in full in The
Westmorland Gazette along with an account of the festivities. However the speech
was never given in full because of a torrential downpour which blighted that day and
many of the school’s outdoor events in the years to come. That school started with a
headteacher, an assistant master, a senior boy monitor and around 10 pupils ranging
in age from 7 to 16.
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Within little more than forty years this new building was already considered to be
unsuitable. The need for a school for the older pupils was becoming evident and the
head teacher began to hold evening classes in higher school subjects like algebra,
French and Latin. In 1883 it was agreed that there should be an Elementary School
and a Grammar School so the Bolton School was converted into an Elementary
School with its own head teacher. Sadly nothing now remains of that building. As a
temporary measure the Grammar School moved into premises previously used as a
paint shop in North Terrace and the 15 or so scholars continued with the work which
had been started in their evening classes.
Meanwhile a new school was being built on Prince’s Road. Although this site was
still in Undermillbeck it had the advantage of being immediately adjacent to
Applethwaite and thus still adhered to the substance of the original deed. The new
school, opened in 1885, comprised just two rooms. It was to this school that Mr
Yates, the headmaster, transferred his 17 pupils. The Vicar of St John’s Church
offered a spare bell which was hung at the east end of the school building where it
was used until about 1900. Much later it was mounted in a frame near the doorway
of the Woodwork Room built in the 1930s and was used by the bell boy of each day
to indicate the start and finish of school and the changeover between lessons.
By 1892 The Grammar School had become a boarding school. The school expanded
rapidly and second, third and fourth masters were appointed with visiting teachers for
music, shorthand, drill, dancing and drawing. A scheme of Foundation Scholarships
was inaugurated, the first awards being made in 1896.
The appointment of P P Platt as headmaster in 1900 was a landmark in the school’s
history. The 1870 Education Act which had made education compulsory had been
fully implemented and the time was ripe for rapid progress in secondary education.
Mr Platt’s arrival was just at the right moment to take the school forward. He had
energy, enthusiasm and determination combined with a great teaching ability and
there is no doubt that he made Windermere Grammar School into an establishment
which could stand comparison with any other secondary school in the country. A
science block of physics and chemistry laboratories and an art room were added in a
wing along Princes Road. Even before this was completed Mr Platt was urging for a
gymnasium and by 1907 the MacDougall Gymnasium had been completed – much of
the money raised by public subscription. By this time the examination results were
astounding and the school’s reputation increased in leaps and bounds. Two pupils
attained Open Science Scholarships to Cambridge.
By the outbreak of The Great War in 1914 the school was about 60 strong and
flourishing. There is little to record about the school’s development at that time
except the improvements to the grounds and the boys’ work on the allotments on
Goodley Dale and in Heathwaite growing potatoes for the war effort. Like all
institutions, the school suffered losses as a result of the war. The War Memorial
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Pavilion in the corner of the games pitch commemorates sacrifices which were
made. By 1921 the number on roll had increased to 104 and the school house had a
full complement of boarders. The school’s range of clubs and societies developed
rapidly. Perhaps the most significant of these was the Operatic and Dramatic Society
which produced annual plays and productions of Gilbert and Sullivan Operas at an
extremely high standard. The productions were a feature of the Windermere calendar
until the school closed.
Mr Platt retired in 1928 and was
succeeded by Mr B W Abraham.
Under his leadership the school
made further progress. He
fostered the development of
leisure time activities and
pioneered a strong relationship
between the school and local
employers which became very
important during a period of
high unemployment. In 1935 his
place was taken by the second
master Mr R E Knowles. By this time the school was under the full control of
Westmorland County Council through its Higher Education Sub-Committee.
For the duration of much of the Second World War the pupils and staff of The Dame
Allen School, evacuated from Newcastle, were taught at the school. However, soon
after those pupils moved back to Tyneside, the school moved into the most dramatic
period of its development. During the war Rt Hon. R A Butler had formulated an
Education Act which would change secondary education significantly. It promoted a
pattern of education for pupils over
the age of eleven designed to meet
their needs more closely. Until this
time all boys who did not earn a
place in the Grammar School
remained in their elementary school
until the leaving age of 14. Mr S G
Lewis was appointed headteacher of
the school in 1944, and under his
leadership it became a single sex bilateral school for all boys between
the age of 11 and 15 with the
opportunity to stay on into the sixth
form. Windermere Grammar School
Demolition of Windermere Grammar School 1966
retained its title along with many of
its traditions. Stanley Lewis was a visionary and well ahead of his time as an
educationalist. He gathered around him a very caring and skilful staff who shared his
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philosophy and the school went from strength to strength. Sadly he died in 1958
before he could take the school onwards into the purpose-built accommodation
providing fully comprehensive education for boys and girls at the Lakes School. His
place was taken by Mr G G Thomas.
All that remains of the school are the pavilion on the cricket field and the gateway
which originally led into the garden of the boarding house - the last vestige of a once
thriving, successful and vibrant school. In 1965, Windermere Grammar School
closed its doors on over 350 years of illustrious history. Assuredly, the investment
made by those public spirited people in the 17th century did “in no wise waste or
decay” but did blossom and flourish.
Iain Johnston
May Walk - A Visit to the Armitt Library
Eleven members enjoyed an entertaining gallimaufry of information at The Armitt
delivered by Graham Kilner. The Armitt history was woven into the presentation and
discussion of several items. The first objects were Neolithic and bronze age artefacts
from the Langdale Valley. The oldest book we were shown was an original King
James Bible; its provenance was confirmed by a misprint of ‘she’ for ‘he’ which
apparently only occurred in the first sixty five copies and hence the moniker ‘she
bible’. Among the other books we examined were William Green’s Etchings and
Thomas West’s Lakes Guide of 1885. This latter book was famous for West’ Stations
as recommended viewpoints. Also discussed were the very entertaining Ruskin letters
over the ‘Whistler Trial’ and the social significance of the Ambleside Vestry Minutes.
Finally we were shown just a few of the 1.25 tons (sic) of the Brunskill Photo
collection.
After Graham’s talk we were given free rein in the Library during which Deborah
Walsh the Armitt Director produced some welcome refreshments. Perhaps the most
important message members can broadcast is that the Armitt is a charity and needs a
healthy footfall for survival. Pay a visit and also persuade others to go too. The
contents of the establishment are an important resource and would be sorely missed.
Don Morris
June Walk - A tour of Dent with Patricia Hovey
Patricia's knowledge of Kendal is legendary. It is only matched by her knowledge of
Dent, illuminated by the buildings and views in that picture-perfect village. I list a
little of what I learned.
Two centuries ago, Dent had a thriving cottage industry, knitting stockings, hats and
gloves. The 'terrible knitters', men, women and children, worked tirelessly, even
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when walking or doing other daily tasks. By holding one needle in a wooden stick
held in the belt, and the other in one hand, the other hand was free to do another job,
such as churning the butter. Dent was home to one of
the founders of modern geology, Adam Sedgwick
(1785-1873). The son of the then vicar of Dent, he first
attended the tiny Grammar School in the churchyard
before moving on to Sedbergh School, and thence to
Cambridge University where he was to be given the
Chair of Geology. The chancel in the church is made
of 'Dent Marble' - white fossil patterns can be seen
embedded in the attractive dark stone – which is a black
crinoidal limestone found in certain areas of Dentdale.
(Crinoids are an ancient fossil group, Wikipedia tells
me.) There is evidence that slavery brought wealth to
the dale well into the 19th century, the Sill family being
'beneficiaries' enough to build Whernside Manor. They invested in slave carrying
ships, and owned a plantation in Jamaica, and, at one time 180 slaves.
A fascinating excursion for all eleven of us was rounded off by tea and buns. The
only disappointment for me was to discover that Dent is no longer in Yorkshire,
though it certainly looked and smelled like it!
John Hiley
July Walk – visit to the Unitarian Chapel, Kendal
On a splendid summer evening
in July, eleven members visited
Kendal Unitarian chapel for the
final walk of the season. We
were entertained by John
Campbell, the minister Celia
Cartwright, and three members
of the congregation, to an
introduction to Unitarianism
and followed by a tour of the
church and garden.
The
importance of Caleb Rotherham
to the movement in Kendal was
emphasised; besides being a long serving minister he was also responsible for setting
up and running an academy in the town which was effectively "The University of
Kendal". Refreshments were served afterwards in the impressive Schoolroom.
Unlike our visit to the Town hall last year our illustrious chairman declined to
demonstrate his musical skills on the Wilkinson organ. We may learn more about this
organ in December from Liz Bingham.
Don Morris
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Tales from the Tapes: Growing up in the Abbey orphanage.
Part 4 This is the concluding instalment of the interview of Conrad McNamara
made by Joe Scott 20/9/1997
JS: So then when you were 17 you left. You were working by then were you?
CM: Oh I started work at 15 at K Shoes, but I was still living at the orphanage and I
used to earn, when I was 15 to 16, I'd earn something like £9 a week on piece work,
which was good money then.
JS: That was your money then?
CM: Oh yes, it was my money, but I didn't get it because he used to. - I used to bring
my wage packet home. I wasn't allowed to open it because you could count it through
the holes in the packet to check it...
JS: And you handed it to Mr Jones?
CM: I handed it to Mr Jones and then he'd give me 7s.6d. for my dinners at
Netherﬁeld K Shoes factory canteen and that was for the week's dinners, I'd get 5s.4d.
for a weekly bus ticket from Staveley to Kendal, and I'd get half a crown a week
pocket money. But what happened to the rest of the money, I've no idea because I
didn't see it.
JS: It was meant to pay for your keep, presumably?
CM: Presumably, I don't know. But I never knew. But I never knew any higher
authority to ask anyway.
JS: What was there to keep you there - why did you stay? You’d got nowhere else to
go?
CM: Well, Mr Jones's duty when you were 15 and left school was to get you a job
and ﬁx you up in lodgings, but he kept me there against my will. He wouldn't let me
go. He said “You're not leaving here” and just kept me there until I was I7. Well,
when I worked at K Shoes. I palled up with a lad there and instead of going to the
canteen for my dinner one day I went to his house on Sandylands and his Mam said I
could go and lodge with him. So when I got back to the orphanage that night after
work, I told Mr Jones this and he said, "Oh right, then you'd better do that, if that's
what you're going to do.” So I arranged for the night after the next day's work to go
there.
When I used to get home the younger children would be having their tea in the dining
room; but because I was working I'd have mine in the kitchen and two of the lads
would be sent out of the dining room to wash the dishes while everybody was still in

12
there. That was their job which I used to do when I was at school. And I was quite
excited about getting out of there so I couldn't eat all my tea, which you had to do
anyway, you were forced to do. So I said to one of the lads on the washing up, a lad
called Keith Pickering, “I can't eat this bread, Keith, will you eat it for me, cos I'll get
told off if I don't eat it?” So he said, "Yes, I'll eat that”. I then went upstairs to have a
wash and get changed to catch the bus to Kendal to go to this lad's house to see his
Mam and say it would be alright if I lodged there.
But unbeknown to me this lad he didn't eat the bread, he threw it in the bin
underneath the sink. Well one was for swill and one was for rubbish and he put it in
the rubbish bin, where it should have gone in the swill, and Mr Jones used to inspect
the bins, and of course he spotted this piece of bread and asked him whose it was, and
he said it was mine and he then came upstairs and tried to stop me leaving. In actual
fact, it got that bad and I was sort of getting towards sixteen and a half, seventeen that
I actually resorted to violence and just stood back and threw a punch at Mr Jones, and
knocked him across the bedroom and said "You ain't going to stop me nowhere," and
he got up, ﬂew into a temper and rage and said, "Right, I'll be glad to see the back of
you, it's time you went anyway". And that is how I got out of the orphanage.
JS: So that was one of the best things you did wasn't it?
CM: Yes, I would say so. After all the years of being terriﬁed of him, I just sort of
snapped and stuck up for myself, ‘cos I could see myself losing my chance of getting
out.
JS: I would have thought he had no right to keep you there.
CM: I wouldn't have thought so, no. But he seemed to have this idea in his head, that
all us McNamaras were tarred with the same brush and he hated all of us. In actual
fact, I can remember one occasion when my brother came home on leave from the
Army, came to see me and he wouldn't even let him in the door to see me. He had full
kit at the time with his riﬂe and he said to him, "If you don't let me in that door, I'll
blow your head off for you" so whether he had some live ammunition in the riﬂe I
don‘t know. But he did say that. He got into see me ‘cos he threatened him.
JS: Well, he doesn't sound a very nice person, Mr Jones.
CM: No, Mr Jones was a terrible person. My sentiments of Mr Jones are that he
should have been locked up for life for what he did to some of those children.
JS: Thank you very much Conrad for talking to us, that was very interesting.
CM: It's a pleasure.

